
Sophister Option Description Template 2022-23 
 
Full Name: Shakespeare in Close-up: Henry V 
 
Short Name: Shakespeare in Close-up: Henry V 
 
Lecturer Name and Email Address:  
 
Andy Murphy andrew.murphy@tcd.ie 
 
ECTS Weighting: 5 
 
Semester Taught: MT 
 
Year: JS  
 
Module Content: 
 
For this module we will take the opportunity to explore a single 
Shakespeare play in close detail. The text we will look at is Henry V. 
The play was likely written some time around 1599, at a point when 
Shakespeare was well established as a playwright in London, but 
before he had begun the great run of tragedies for which he is best 
known. Historical plays were very popular with theatre audiences in 
London at this time and Henry V is part of a sequence of plays which 
Shakespeare had a hand in writing which chronicle an extended 
stretch of English history, commencing with the reign of Richard II 
and culminating in the deposing of Richard III and the coming to 
power of Henry Tudor, as Henry VII. Over the course of the semester 
we will consider the play from a variety of different perspectives. We 
will look at other treatments of the Henry V story in Shakespeare's 
own time. We will think about the text in relation to the history both 
of Henry's period and of Shakespeare's own. We will look at the 
history of adaptations of the play by other playwrights, focussing 
particularly on Aaron Hill's 1723 re-writing of the text. We will also 
consider modern film versions of the play, looking, specifically, at 
Laurence Olivier's 1944 film -- released as the Second World War was 
coming to an end. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
1.  From studying a single Shakespeare play in close detail students 

will gain a thorough understanding of the play's immediate and 
long term contexts. 

 



2. Students will come to an understanding of how source texts were 
assimilated and transformed by Shakespeare. 

3. Students will gain an understanding of the varying ways in which 
the text has been deployed politically over the course of the past 
several centuries. 

 
4. Students will explore the logistical issues presented by the play 

and the manner in which these issues have been addressed both 
on stage and on screen. 

 
Learning Aims: 
 
1. The module will foster independent thought among students and 

prepare them for carrying out primary research. 
 
2.  Students will come to understand how the understanding and 

reception of literary texts shift over time and the role of political, 
historical and cultural factors in this process. 

 
3. Students will gain an understanding of the 'constructedness' of 

Shakespeare as a cultural phenomenon. 
 
Assessment Details: 
 
Number of Components: 1 
Name/Type of Component(s): essay 
Word Count of Component(s): 3,000 words 
Percentage Value of Component(s): 100% 
 
Preliminary Reading List 
 
William Shakespeare, Henry V (any good modern edition) 
 
Karen Britland and Line Cottegnies (eds), King Henry V: A Critical 

Reader (London: Arden Shakespeare, 2019).  
 
Emma Smith (ed.), Shakespeare in Production: Henry V 
 
Laurence Olivier (dir.), Henry V (film) 
 
Please note: 
 

• Curricular information is subject to change. 
• Information is displayed only for guidance purposes, relates to the 

current academic year only and is subject to change. 
 


